
 

 

 

News Service Weeks 20-22/2013 (13 May – 2 June 2013) 
 

EU Enlargement 

Key figures on the enlargement countries (Eurostat, 2013 
edition) 

15 May 

President of the Parliament of Montenegro and 
Commissioner for Enlargement and European 
Neighbourhood Policy discussed challenges on the road 
to accession 

25 May 

Maintaining momentum for EU enlargement 

28 May 

Hearing of the Croatian Commissioner-designate Neven Mimica 

28 May 

Commissioner for Enlargement and Neighbourhood Policy discussed with Deputy Prime Minister of 
Montenegro about reforms and challenges 

29 May 

MEPs tell Serbia's Prime Minister that it is crucial Serbia puts deal with Kosovo into effect swiftly 
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http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/cache/ITY_OFFPUB/KS-GO-13-001/EN/KS-GO-13-001-EN.PDF
http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/cache/ITY_OFFPUB/KS-GO-13-001/EN/KS-GO-13-001-EN.PDF
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_MEMO-13-444_en.htm?locale=en
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_MEMO-13-444_en.htm?locale=en
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_MEMO-13-444_en.htm?locale=en
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_MEMO-13-444_en.htm?locale=en
http://www.eu2013.ie/news/news-items/20130525maintainingmomentumforeuenlargement/
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/pressroom/content/20130528IPR10616/html/Hearing-of-the-Croatian-Commissioner-designate-Neven-Mimica
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_MEMO-13-467_en.htm?locale=en
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_MEMO-13-467_en.htm?locale=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/pressroom/content/20130527IPR10530/html/Serbia-putting-deal-with-Kosovo-into-effect-swiftly-now-crucial-MEPs-tell-PM


31 May 

Montenegro: Role of opposition in tackling current challenges 

 

European Neighbourhood Policy 

14 May 

Increased education opportunities between Tunisia and EU 

16 May 

'Recovering Tunisian and Egyptian assets: Legal complexity challenges states in need' (by A. Kettis 
and P. Hakala, EP Study) 

29 May 

Commissioner for Enlargement and Neighbourhood Policy talked with Commissioner General of 
UNRWA about Palestinian refugees and Syrian crisis 

29 May 

Irish Presidency secures agreement on €46 million financial assistance to Georgia 

 

Eastern Partnership 

27 May 

MEPs to meet Eastern counterparts for third time 

29 May 

MEPs and eastern MPs eye breakthrough in relations 

 

Trade and Investment 

International trade and foreign direct investment of the EU (Eurostat, 2013 edition) 

13 May 

Council Regulation (EU) No 479/2013 on the waiver from the requirement to submit entry and exit 
summary declarations for Union goods that are moved across the Neum corridor (Croatia) 

16 May 

March 2013 Euro area international trade in goods surplus 22.9 bn euro, 15.8 bn euro surplus for EU27 

16 May 

Notice regarding the application of anti-dumping and anti-subsidy measures in force in the Union 

http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_MEMO-13-484_en.htm?locale=en
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-13-421_en.htm?locale=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/studiesdownload.html?languageDocument=EN&file=93113
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/studiesdownload.html?languageDocument=EN&file=93113
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_MEMO-13-479_en.htm?locale=en
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_MEMO-13-479_en.htm?locale=en
http://www.eu2013.ie/news/news-items/20130529georgiastatementpr/
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/pressroom/content/20130527IPR10531/html/MEPs-to-meet-Eastern-counterparts-for-third-time-in-Brussels
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/pressroom/content/20130527IPR10533/html/MEPs-and-eastern-MPs-eye-breakthrough-in-relations
http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/cache/ITY_OFFPUB/KS-FO-12-001/EN/KS-FO-12-001-EN.PDF
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2013:139:0001:0003:EN:PDF
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2013:139:0001:0003:EN:PDF
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_STAT-13-76_en.htm?locale=en
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:C:2013:137:0009:0009:EN:PDF


following enlargement to include the Republic of Croatia and the possibility of review 

17 May 

'Turkmenistan: Selected trade and economic issues' (by R. Bendini, EP Study) 

23 May 

Commission proposes to open negotiations for an investment agreement with China 

27 May 

Commission staff working document: Executive summary of the impact assessment report on the EU-
China investment relations 

1 June 

EU and Singapore conclude negotiations on a Partnership and Cooperation Agreement 

 

CFSP 

'How EU sanctions work: a new narrative' (by F. Giumelli, 
EU ISS Paper) 

13 May 

Council conclusions on the EU accession to the 
Management Committee of the Special Tribunal for 
Lebanon 

27 May 

Council conclusions on Syria 

28 May 

Third High Level Meeting of the Inter-Regional Dialogue on Democracy 

28 May 

Judgment in case C-239/12 P, Abdulbasit Abdulrahim v Council and Commission (Restrictive 
measures directed against certain persons - Action for annulment - Interest in bringing proceedings) 

29 May 

Sanctions as an EU foreign policy instrument 

29 May 

EU ISS Yearbook of European Security 
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http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:C:2013:137:0009:0009:EN:PDF
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/studiesdownload.html?languageDocument=EN&file=93130
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-13-458_en.htm?locale=en
http://register.consilium.europa.eu/pdf/en/13/st10/st10048-ad01.en13.pdf
http://register.consilium.europa.eu/pdf/en/13/st10/st10048-ad01.en13.pdf
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/EN/foraff/137365.pdf
http://www.iss.europa.eu/uploads/media/Chaillot_129.pdf
http://www.iss.europa.eu/uploads/media/Chaillot_129.pdf
http://register.consilium.europa.eu/pdf/en/13/st09/st09442.en13.pdf
http://register.consilium.europa.eu/pdf/en/13/st09/st09442.en13.pdf
http://register.consilium.europa.eu/pdf/en/13/st09/st09442.en13.pdf
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_Data/docs/pressdata/EN/foraff/137316.pdf
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_MEMO-13-461_en.htm?locale=en
http://curia.europa.eu/jcms/upload/docs/application/pdf/2013-05/cp130062en.pdf
http://curia.europa.eu/jcms/upload/docs/application/pdf/2013-05/cp130062en.pdf
http://libraryeuroparl.wordpress.com/2013/05/29/sanctions-as-an-eu-foreign-policy-instrument/
http://www.iss.europa.eu/uploads/media/YES_2013.pdf


CSDP 

22 May 

Council Decision 2013/233/CFSP on the European Union Integrated Border Management Assistance 
Mission in Libya (EUBAM Libya) 

Green light for a civilian mission to support border security in Libya 

22 May 

'Fighting piracy in the Gulf of Guinea - offshore and onshore' (by C. Barrios, EU ISS Paper) 

27 May 

EU police mission in Afghanistan extended 

28 May 

AFET Committee discussed with Libya's Prime Minister about security and transition in Libya 

 

EU External Representation 

21 May 

New Head of EU Delegation to Libya appointed by High Representative Catherine Ashton 

29 May 

Communication from the Commission: 'The role of the European Union in the Food and Agriculture 
Organisation (FAO) after the Treaty of Lisbon' 

31 May 

New Head of EU Delegation to Myanmar/Burma appointed by High Representative Catherine Ashton 

 

Development and cooperation 

13 May 

ECHO and UNICEF launch EU Children of Peace 
Project 

14 May 

China’s role in development in Africa: Challenging the EU approach 

15 May 

Communication from the Commission: 'Empowering Local Authorities in partner countries for enhanced 
governance and more effective development outcomes' 

 

© caritas 

http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2013:138:0015:0018:EN:PDF
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2013:138:0015:0018:EN:PDF
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/EN/foraff/137189.pdf
http://www.iss.europa.eu/uploads/media/Brief_20.pdf
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/EN/foraff/137296.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/pressroom/content/20130527IPR10521/html/Libya-security-and-transition-topped-debate-with-Prime-Minister-Ali-Zeidan
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-13-452_en.htm?locale=en
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=COM:2013:0333:FIN:EN:PDF
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=COM:2013:0333:FIN:EN:PDF
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-13-493_en.htm?locale=en
http://ec.europa.eu/echo/news/2013/20130513_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/echo/news/2013/20130513_en.htm
http://libraryeuroparl.wordpress.com/2013/05/14/chinas-role-in-development-in-africa-challenging-the-eu-approach/
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=COM:2013:0280:FIN:EN:PDF
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=COM:2013:0280:FIN:EN:PDF


16 May 

Mali: MEPs back financial commitment in exchange for reconstruction and democracy 

20 May 

Syrian refugees: facts and figures within the EU (updated) 

21 May 

EU to provide over €37 million to fight piracy in Eastern and Southern Africa 

22 May 

Making migration a driver for development 

23 May 

MEPs demand that Syria allows humanitarian aid and starts a political process 

23 May 

Communication from the Commission: 'Maximising the Development Impact of Migration: The EU 
contribution for the UN High-level Dialogue and next steps towards broadening the development-
migration nexus' 

27 May 

President Barroso discusses Syria crisis with leading UN officials 

27 May 

'Water politics in the Nile basin' (by A. Freitas, EU ISS Paper) 

28 May 

Irish Presidency is delivering on Presidency priorities on development 

28 May 

Council conclusions on Food and nutrition security in external assistance 

28 May 

Council conclusions on EU approach to resilience 

28 May 

Council Conclusions on the European Court of Auditors' Special report No 17/2012: 'The European 
Development Fund (EDF) contribution to a sustainable road network in sub-Saharan Africa' 

29 May 

Annual report 2013 to the European Council on EU Development Aid Targets 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/pressroom/content/20130513IPR08206/html/Mali-MEPs-back-financial-commitment-for-reconstruction-and-democracy
http://libraryeuroparl.wordpress.com/2013/05/20/syrian-refugees-facts-and-figures-2/
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-13-447_en.htm?locale=en
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-13-450_en.htm?locale=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/pressroom/content/20130521IPR08706/html/Syria-allow-humanitarian-aid-and-start-a-political-process-MEPs-demand
http://register.consilium.europa.eu/pdf/en/13/st09/st09886.en13.pdf
http://register.consilium.europa.eu/pdf/en/13/st09/st09886.en13.pdf
http://register.consilium.europa.eu/pdf/en/13/st09/st09886.en13.pdf
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_MEMO-13-462_en.htm?locale=en
http://www.iss.europa.eu/uploads/media/Alert_Nile.pdf
http://www.eu2013.ie/news/news-items/20130528postdevelopmentcouncilpr/
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/EN/foraff/137318.pdf
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/EN/foraff/137319.pdf
http://register.consilium.europa.eu/pdf/en/13/st09/st09386.en13.pdf
http://register.consilium.europa.eu/pdf/en/13/st09/st09386.en13.pdf
http://register.consilium.europa.eu/pdf/en/13/st09/st09334.en13.pdf


31 May 

EU Commissioner Piebalgs commends an "ambitious and inspiring" final report of the UN High Level 
Panel on the post-2015 development agenda 

 

External Dimension of AFSJ 

Asylum applicants and first instance decisions on asylum applications 2012: Data in Focus 5/2013 
(Eurostat) 

30 May 

Council and the European Parliament reach a provisional agreement on the Schengen Governance 
legislative package 

Eurosur: Parliament and Council agree on new border surveillance system 

 

External Dimension of Taxation 

14 May 

Council conclusions on tax evasion and tax fraud 

Savings taxation: Council gives Commission a mandate to negotiate with Switzerland, Liechtenstein, 
Monaco, Andorra and San Marino 

 

EU - Human Rights 

17 May 

EU-Turkmenistan Human Rights Dialogue 

19 May 

The European Union – Russian Federation human rights consultations 

21 May 

EU Annual Report on Human Rights and Democracy in the World in 2012 (Country Reports) 

23 May 

Three separate resolutions adopted by the Parliament calling for the improvement of human rights in 
India, Rwanda and Guantanamo 

29 May 

A member of the feminist punk-rock collective Pussy Riot takes part in EP committee debate about 
human rights in Russia 

http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_MEMO-13-477_en.htm?locale=en
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_MEMO-13-477_en.htm?locale=en
http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/cache/ITY_OFFPUB/KS-QA-13-005/EN/KS-QA-13-005-EN.PDF
http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/cache/ITY_OFFPUB/KS-QA-13-005/EN/KS-QA-13-005-EN.PDF
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/en/jha/137348.pdf
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/en/jha/137348.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/pressroom/content/20130530IPR10806/html/Eurosur-Parliament-and-Council-agree-on-new-border-surveillance-system
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_Data/docs/pressdata/en/ecofin/137120.pdf
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_Data/docs/pressdata/en/ecofin/137115.pdf
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_Data/docs/pressdata/en/ecofin/137115.pdf
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/EN/foraff/137142.pdf
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/EN/foraff/137151.pdf
http://register.consilium.europa.eu/pdf/en/13/st09/st09431-ad01re01.en13.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/pressroom/content/20130521IPR08710/html/Human-rights-hunger-strike-in-Guantanamo-India-Rwanda
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/pressroom/content/20130521IPR08710/html/Human-rights-hunger-strike-in-Guantanamo-India-Rwanda
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/pressroom/content/20130527IPR10553/html/Human-Rights-in-Russia-Pussy-Riot-takes-part-in-committee-debate
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/pressroom/content/20130527IPR10553/html/Human-Rights-in-Russia-Pussy-Riot-takes-part-in-committee-debate


EU - Transatlantic Relations 

14 May 

MEP Report on the role of the EU in promoting a broader Transatlantic Partnership 

17 May 

Cultural diversity and the Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership 

23 May 

MEPs warn that the Parliament should be kept on board about EU/US trade talks 

24 May 

EU, US, Canada launch Atlantic Ocean research alliance 

Marine research in the European Union and the Atlantic 

EU - Turkey 

27 May 

Association Council to review EU-Turkey 
relations 

28 May 

EU supports steps to bring peace and 
prosperity to South East Turkey 
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EU - Ukraine 

15 May 

Signature of Association Agreement with the EU will depend on Ukraine's performance 

28 May 

MEPs call for implementation of reforms in Ukraine 

 

EU - Switzerland 

17 May 

Cooperation Agreement in competition matters 

 

 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-%2f%2fEP%2f%2fTEXT%2bREPORT%2bA7-2013-0173%2b0%2bDOC%2bXML%2bV0%2f%2fEN&language=EN
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_SPEECH-13-429_en.htm?locale=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/pressroom/content/20130520IPR08593/html/EUUS-trade-talks-keep-Parliament-on-board-MEPs-warn
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-13-459_en.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_MEMO-13-455_en.htm?locale=en
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/EN/foraff/137295.pdf
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/EN/foraff/137295.pdf
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_MEMO-13-471_en.htm?locale=en
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_MEMO-13-471_en.htm?locale=en
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-13-436_en.htm?locale=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/pressroom/content/20130527IPR10522/html/Ukraine-MEPs-call-for-implementation-of-reforms
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-13-444_en.htm


European Economic Area 

21 May 

Conclusions of the 39th meeting of the EEA Council 

 

EU - League of Arab States Relations 

20 May 

'Prospects for closer parliamentary cooperation' (by A. Kettis, EP Study) 

 

External Dimension of 
Research Policy 

28 May 

European Commission and CERN support major 
research facility in the Middle East 

29 - 30 May 

Council Conclusions on 'Enhancing and Focusing EU International Cooperation in Research and 
Innovation: a Strategic Approach' 

Conclusions on 'High Performance Computing: Europe's place in a Global Race' 
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Events & Vacancies 

6 - 7 June 

EU Emergency Policies (Workshop organised by University of Catania, Italy) 

25 - 27 June 

Analyzing the Evolution of Policy Agendas: In Europe and North America (Mini-Symposium organised 
by the Montesquieu Instituut, Amsterdam, NL) 

7-11 July 

The Role of Women in International Affairs: A Transatlantic Perspective (Training course organised by 
the Italian Cultural Institute (IIC), the University of Rome Tor Vergata and the Woodrow Wilson 
International Center for Scholars, IIC, Brussels) 

Call for Papers: Deadline 7 June 2013 

50 years of Ankara Association: between transition and constitution? (Wokshop organised by the 
Amsterdam Center for European Law and Governance (University of Amsterdam) and the Centre for 
European Policy Studies (CEPS), Amsterdam, NL) 

http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/EN/genaff/137166.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/studiesdownload.html?languageDocument=EN&file=93190
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-13-468_en.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-13-468_en.htm
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/en/intm/137346.pdf
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/en/intm/137346.pdf
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/en/intm/137344.pdf
http://www.fscpo.unict.it/EUROPA/JMAP/activitiesWorkshop.htm
http://www.montesquieu-instituut.nl/9353000/1/j9vvhfxcd6p0lcl/vj36fsfmkszd
http://roleofwomenininternationalaffairs.blogspot.it/
http://acelg.uva.nl/news-events/events/cfp-turkey.html


Vacancy 

Lecturer in European Studies (with specialism in External Relations EU) (University of Portsmouth,UK) 
Application deadline: 9 June 

 

Edited by David Leys & Dr. Tamara Takács 

 

The Centre for the Law of EU External Relations 
(CLEER) is hosted by the T.M.C. Asser Instituut 
in The Hague, The Netherlands 

Founded in 2008, the Centre for the Law of EU 
External Relations (CLEER) is the first 

authoritative research interface between academia and practice in the field of the Union's external 
relations. CLEER serves as a leading forum for debate on the role of the EU in the world, and engages 
its quickly expanding network of partner institutes throughout Europe in its various activities (research 
projects conferences, publications etc...). 
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