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On 25 February 2011, Mourad Benmehidi, Algerian Ambassador and Permanent Representative 
to the UN notified the UN Secretary-General that his country had ceased its state of emergency 
in place since 9 February 1992.2 
 The notification was submitted in fulfillment of Algeria’s obligations under Article 4(3) of 
the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights which requires States to notify the 
Secretary-General when measures taken in derogation of the Covenant cease to have effect. 
 The state of emergency was proclaimed in 1992 to facilitate the government’s response to 
Islamist militants during the country’s civil war. However, that civil war is generally agreed to 
have ended with the introduction of the Civil Amnesty Law3 in 1999 and with the presidential 
decree of 10 January 20004 granting amnesty to fighters willing to lay down their arms. Despite 
the significant reduction in violence following these amnesty arrangements, the state of 
emergency was not repealed, leading to criticisms from various NGO groups. 
 This notification appears to be a formal recognition of the conclusion of the 1990s civil war 
by returning the State to a situation where it is again obliged to meet all obligations under the 
ICCPR.  
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