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News Service weeks 51-52/2011
(17 – 31 December)
· EU ENLARGEMENT

	19 December
	Referendum planned for early 2012 on Croatia’s accession to the EU 


	19 December
	Commissioner Füle and High Representative Ashton expect candidate status for Serbia in February 


	19 December
	Council aims to open accession talks with Montenegro in June 



· EU – WIDER EUROPE
	19 December
	EU-Ukraine Summit in Kyiv: Negotiations on the EU-Ukraine Association Agreement and its integral Deep and Comprehensive Free Trade Area 


	19 December
	Debate held on European neighbourhood policy in the European Parliament (18825/11) 



· TRADE
	16 December
	Revision of the Agreement on Government Procurement in the WTO  


	17 December
	Monetary Agreement between the European Union and the Principality of Andorra 


	22 December
	Agreement in the form of Exchange Letters between the European Union and the Government of the Russian Federation relating to the preservation of commitments on trade in services contained in the current EU-Russia Partnership and Cooperation Agreement 



· EEAS

	21 December
	EU High Representative Catherine Ashton fills three senior positions in the European External Action Service 


	22 December
	EU diplomatic representation in third countries – First half of 2012  



· EU – MIDDLE EAST
	19 December
	European Commission renews its assistance for the Occupied Palestinian Territory, supporting vital government functions and refugees 


	21 December
	EU unfreezes Libyan funds 


	30 December
	‘Sakharov Prize for Freedom of Thought’ awarded to Arab Spring activists 



· CSDP

	20 December
	Catherine Ashton highlights 2011 defence and security achievements in the European Parliament  



· CFSP 

	16 December
	EU accepts third States’ contribution to the deterrence, prevention and repression of acts of piracy and armed robbery off the Somali coast (Atlanta) (PSC Decision ATLANTA/5/2011) 


	19 December
	Council Decision 2011/871/CFSP establishing a mechanism to administer the financing of the common costs of European Union operations having military or defence implications (Athena) 


	ECJ Judgement
	Case C-72/11, Afrasiabi, Sahabi and Kessel (Restrictive measures against the Islamic Republic of Iran to prevent nuclear proliferation) 


	EUISS Study
	Much to worry about in post-election Congo 



· DEVELOPMENT AND COOPERATION

	16 December
	European Commission announces its plan for the allocation of €640 million in humanitarian aid funding during 2012  


	16 December
	Disaster risk reduction in Central America 


	20 December
	European Commission mobilises funds to help the victims of tropical storm in the Philippines 


	21 December
	Millennium Development Goals: EU gives additional support to 36 countries for tackling hunger, child morality, maternal health and access to water 


	23 December
	Commission allocates further funds for Haiti 


	Commission Staff  Working Paper
	EU 2011 Report on Policy Coherence for Development 



· AFSJ 

	19 December
	Liechtenstein is now part of the Schengen area 
 (Council Decision 2011/842/EU on the full application of the provisions of the Schengen acquis in Liechtenstein) 


	20 December
	Council Declaration on the Establishment of a European Endowment for Democracy 


	ECJ Judgement
	Joined Cases C-411/10, N.S. v. Secretary of State for the Home Department and C-493/10, M.E. and Others v. Refugee Commissioner, Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform (Transference of asylum seekers to a Member State – risk of inhuman treatment) 


	ECJ Judgement
	Case C‑376/10 P, Pye Phyo Tay Za v. Council of the European Union (Ruling on the conditions under which a system of sanctions introduced by the Council of the European Union against a third country may apply to natural persons) 
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