
Local authorities and legal pathways

Netherlands Network for Human Rights Research

Migration and borders working group

30 June 2020

Prof. Barbara Oomen





Local authorities and legal pathways

• Why?

• How?

• Examples

• Next steps



• Willing

• Able

• Well suited

Why involve local authorities in legal pathways? 



State

• Empowerment by international/European institutions

• Claiming (formal) space to make local migration policy

• The role of city society

How to involve local authorities in legal pathways? 

IO/EU IO/EU

State

City society: local 
authorities and 
other partners



• Seebrűcke, Germany

• #500children, the Netherlands

• Complementary sponsorship UK and Ireland

Examples



• Involving local authorities in efforts to create legal pathways

has large practical, political and legal advantages

• Strengthening this role calls for explication of the formal 

responsibility of local authorities in this field

• And for the strengthening of ‘city society’ 

as coalitions of the willing

In conclusion



www.citiesofrefuge.eu


