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About This Book

Sources Used

This work is mainly based on documentary research, encompassing legal texts, laws,
databases, as well as numerous journalistic accounts that helped to not only bring
the topic up to date, but also added an additional, quasi-sociological, viewpoint
to the legal one. The reader will find references to the DOF (Diario Oficial de la
Federacion), which is Mexico’s Official Gazette, where all laws are published. This
source was consulted frequently as it helped in finding and systemizing all treaties,
reservations made to treaties, decrees and laws in the matter. As the legal and consti-
tutional framework changes quite frequently in the Mexican legal system, it was
necessary to trace the original phrasing of some laws. The reference to the Official
Gazette is made as: DOF and the dates follow the American English format, in order
for the reader to facilitate the search of documents. For all the procedures related to the
student massacre of 1971, the compilation of procedures made by the NGO, Comite
68 pro libertades democrdticas, was very helpful; the reader will find several refer-
ences made to this compilation. As for Mexican jurisprudence, citations are made
using capital letters, as is standard practice in the Mexican jurisdiction. Regarding
international humanitarian law and associated customary law, major consultation was
made to the ICRC internet database. Furthermore, for the sections related to laws on
war, various historical texts and documents, such as the Martinez de Castro Code of
1871 and the various post-1984 military codes were consulted. Secondary literature
consulted for this book included studies from the historical and political sciences,
which helped to better understand the historical-political processes accompanying the
legislative process. Journalistic accounts allowed the importance of pending issues
such as impunity and transitional justice to be measured.



X About This Book

Appendices and Tables

This book also contains two appendices, Appendix A and Appendix B, the first
being a list of the documents contained in the latter. Appendix B is comprised of
16 documents, among which are extracts from the Penal Code of 1871 and the
Military Code of 1894, as well as several decrees related to the ratification and
implementation of ICL instruments in Mexico. These documents have been ordered
chronologically. Appendix B is intended to serve as a companion and primary source
for the conclusions reached in the book. They will also serve the reader as a guide.
Similarly, the different tables in this book contain information about IHL treaties
signed by Mexico as well as the definitions of genocide, crimes against humanity
and war crimes adopted by the Mexican state.

For most Mexican legal texts, there is no English translation. For this reason, I
provide my own translations of the sources throughout the book.
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