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Foreword

In the last 20 years we have seen new and successful global efforts to criminalise
genocide, war crimes and crimes against humanity, and to prosecute and punish
those responsible. The establishment of the ad hoc international criminal tribu-
nals for the crimes committed in the former Yugoslavia and in Rwanda, and of the
permanent International Criminal Court, is the most publicised outcome of these
initiatives.

National courts are also beginning to exercise their universal jurisdiction over
certain international crimes. The trial against a Rwandan national accused of par-
ticipation in the killing of thousands of Tutsis in Rwanda that has begun this year
before the Frankfurt Superior Court is just one example of these efforts.

As important as the punishment of perpetrators is, the suffering incurred by the
victims should not be forgotten. The proportion of civilian casualties of war as
opposed to military casualties has increased dramatically, up to 90 % by the end of
the twentieth century.' At the end of 2010, the number of people forcibly uprooted
by conflict and persecution worldwide stood at almost 34 million.” Therefore, this
conference couldn’t be timelier.

The welfare of crime victims is of special importance to the Ministry of Justice.
Of course, I don’t want to confound the special situation of victims of war crimes
with crime victims in general. But it nevertheless seems that this conference’s
focus on victims of international crimes mirrors a growing interest in victims in
national law.

Two of the upcoming panels will discuss the protection and participation of
victims in criminal trials. Victim protection and victims’ participation have also
been special concerns of German criminal procedure law in recent years. Various
changes in statutory law have been enacted to protect victims from further harm in
their role as witnesses and to strengthen their rights as active participants in crimi-
nal proceedings.

But these legal protections for victims are not enough. They must be accompanied
by counseling and practical assistance. In the State of Hessen, the Ministry of Justice

! UNICEF, Impact of Armed Conflict on Children, 1996, MN 24.
* Exactly 33.924.475—UNHCR, Global Trends Report 2010.
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supports a network of crime victims support associations. They support victims while
reporting the crime, giving testimony in court, pursuing claims for compensation and
dealing with the psychological repercussions of the crime.

While the situation of victims of gross violations of international human rights
law and victims of other crimes obviously differs, they also confront legal systems
with a host of similar questions. How can the courts investigate a case effectively,
with the help of the victim’s testimony, while protecting the victim against further
harm during the trial? How can victims become active participants in the proceed-
ings while also recognising the right of the defendant to a fair trial?

How can the worst crimes ever be remedied? These problems are magnified and
multiplied when we are trying to deal with mass violations of human rights.

Wiesbaden/Marburg Dr. Rudolf E. C. Kriszeleit
December 2012 State Secretary
Hessian Ministry for Justice,

Integration and European Affairs
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